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BACKGROUND 
 
In order to successfully respond to some of the main challenges of the future -  including 
the expected increase by 30% in the global population, the rapid exploitation of 
fundamental natural resources, the modern dependency on non-renewable fossil fuels to 
satisfy energy needs and the impact of human activities on the environment – it has 
become clearly urgent to develop new approaches to the cycles of production, 
consumption, processing, storage, recycling and disposal of waste and biological resources. 
 
In this context, bioeconomy1 is likely to play a strategic role, when it improves the 
management of renewable biological resources, drives changes in supply chains and 
generates new and diversified markets. Bioeconomy has the potential to fuel our economy 
and facilitate the creation of new job positions, while improving the levels of 
environmental sustainability, well-being and quality of life. 
 
Bioeconomy already has a turnover of nearly €2 trillion and employs more than 22 million 
people, which corresponds to approximately 9% of the total employment in the EU. It 
includes agriculture, forestry, fisheries, food and pulp and paper production, as well as 
parts of chemical, biotechnological and energy industries. Each euro invested in 
bioeconomy research and innovation is estimated to trigger €10 of value added to 
bioeconomy sectors by 2025. So, the establishment of bioeconomy as a competitive, 
sustainable and inclusive growth model represents an opportunity that Italy cannot miss 
neither within the industrial production system nor when considering the scientific 
research realm. 
 
Research is the driving force shaping our future society. This is true regardless of the 
nature of the institutions which are involved (e.g. university or other public or private 
research institutions). The complex nature and the strong interdependency that 
characterize the challenges of the future are calling for an evolution in terms of research 
goals in several areas, as well as for synergistic actions that successfully integrate all the 
contributions made by the different stakeholders. This should, at least in principle, 
facilitate the transfer of results from the lab to the market. 
 
 
AIMS 
 
Within this research field, the Foundation’s resources will be focused on a limited number 
of projects characterized by: 

- a clear multidisciplinary approach,  
- the potential to generate new knowledge on enabling technologies for all 

stakeholders implicated in the entire bioeconomy value chain, 
- the potential to produce pilot applications that can be replicated on a large scale. 

 
More specifically, the Foundation intends to support research projects in the following key 
scientific areas: 

                                                           
1 The term "bioeconomy" refers to an economy which uses biological resources from land and sea, as well as 
waste, as inputs to produce food and feed, as well as for industrial processes and energy production. It also 
includes the use of bio-based processes for sustainable industries. (European Commission, “Strategy for 
sustainable bioeconomy in Europe”, February 13, 2012, IP/12/124) 



• research meant to realize innovative consumer products developed using 
biotechnology processes; 

• studies focusing on the reconversion of conventional industrial products and 
processes into bio-processes and bio-products that are able to optimize the use of 
natural resources; 

• production of renewable biological resources as well as their conversion into value 
added products, such as food, feed, bio-based products2 and bioenergy; 

• development of technologies meant to protect and preserve the environment 
(bioremediation); 

• innovative methods finalized to sustainable development in chemical/industrial and 
environmental biotechnologies. 
 

Only pre-competitive approaches are eligible for this call. Nonetheless, preference will be 
given to projects that, through a participatory approach, are able to create bidirectional 
networks for knowledge and technology transfer with/to the industrial system. 
 
Also, the Foundation aims at promoting initiatives which envision the accomplishment of 
activities of communication and interaction with the civil society, fostering Responsible 
Research and Innovation3. 
 
 
GUIDELINES 
 
Eligible applicants 
 
Beyond the general requirements set out in the “Guidelines for presentation”, this call for 
proposals is addressed to institutions which directly carry out scientific research in the 
specified field of interest and have adequate staff and equipment for its realization. 
 
Moreover, it is mandatory that the lead hosting institution, and more specifically the 
operational headquarters of the project, be located within the geographical area of 
interest of Cariplo Foundation (Lombardia plus Novara and Verbano Cusio Ossola districts). 
This requirement does not pertain to partners. 
 
Also, the Foundation shall not accept applications by PIs (both leader PIs and partner PIs) 
of projects funded by the Scientific Research Area of the Foundation in the context of past 
calls and still ongoing. A project is considered ongoing unless the final grant reports – both 
the scientific and the economic one - have been uploaded on the dedicated area of the 
Foundation website within the deadline of the present call. 
 
 
Eligible projects 
 
To be eligible proposals must: 

• be submitted by a partnership made up of at least two different eligible 
institutions. One of them needs to act as the lead organization; 

• respect the priority areas indicated in the call; 

                                                           
2 Bio-based products are products that are at least in part derived from biological materials. (European 
Commission, “Strategy for sustainable bioeconomy in Europe”, February 13, 2012, IP/12/124) 
3 The European movement on the theme of Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) is constantly evolving, as 
emerges from the debate which has recently led to the so called “Rome declaration on RRI” (http://www.sis-
rri-conference.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/RomeDeclaration_Final.pdf). In light of the available 
literature, it is possible to describe RRI as a dynamic and iterative process which intends to match research and 
innovation to values, needs and expectations of the society. Moreover, RRI aims at actively involving all the 
stakeholders taking part to activities of research and innovation, making them mutually responsible with 
respect to both the research process and its results. 



• involve, train and care for the valorisation of young researchers4; 

• prepare a communication plan of activities with civil society, coordinated by a 
young researcher according to the communication guidelines published online5. 

 
Moreover, any proposal with the following characteristics will be considered ineligible: 

• funding requests aimed at setting up new research centres or laboratories; 
• basic research projects without any tangible application; 
• projects exclusively meant to technology transfer; 
• projects including for-profit organizations as direct beneficiaries of the 

Foundation’s grant.  
 
By submitting a proposal, applicant organizations accept the “portability of the grant”. 

This means that PIs always maintain the rights to require the transfer of the research 

project to a new eligible institution, for as long as  the research objective are preserved. 

Any change in the host institution depends on Fondazione Cariplo approval according to the 

guidelines of this call for proposals.  

In addition, Fondazione Cariplo will not consider eligible a project that has been already 

submitted to this specific Call twice. 

The total cost of the project can only include costs related to the realization of the 

proposed studies, respecting the eligibility criteria and the thresholds listed below: 

• A3 - “Equipment and software”  
This entry cannot exceed 30% of the additional costs6 and can exclusively include 
newly acquired equipment and software, limited to the percentage of use which can 
be ascribed to the project. 

• A4 - “Other amortizable costs”  
This entry can only include patent costs.   

• A6 - “Temporary staff” 
This entry can only include research personnel costs. The cost of administrative staff is 
not allowed. 

• A7 - “Subcontractors and consultants” 
This entry should also include audit costs, where applicable7. 

• A8 - “Materials and supplies” 
This entry cannot include costs related to stationery and photocopies. 

• A9 - “Overheads” 
This entry cannot exceed 5% of the additional costs8.  

• A10 - “Others” 
This entry cannot exceed 10% of the additional costs9 and can only include travel 
expenses and conference participation fees for the research personnel involved in the 
project, scientific publications and activities of communication with the civil society. 
  

                                                           
4 The term “young researcher” in this call for proposals indicates graduate fellows, PhD students and post-docs 
not older than 35 years of age. 
5 For more detail see note 2. 
6 Sum of: A3, A4, A6, A7, A8, A10. 
7 With the sole aim of ascertaining whether the obligation to perform a financial audit applies or not, the 

amount which has to be considered is obtained multiplying the eligible costs detailed in the Budget (sum of 

entries A06, A07, A08, A09 and A10) by the coefficient 1.25 (which represents an estimate of the co-funding 

generally guaranteed by the hosting institution, mainly in the form of permanent staff). It is also recommended 

to refer to chapter 10 of the “Grant management and reporting guide” and to the “Guidelines for audit”; both 

documents are available on the “Grant management and reporting” page of Cariplo Foundation’s website. 
8 See footnote 5. 
9 See footnote 5. 



The grant will cover 100% of project costs. Requested funding should range from 100,000 

to 350,000 euros. 

 

When filling in the forms, note that the total cost of the project will have to coincide with 

the requested funding. 

 

 

Evaluation criteria 
 
Projects will be evaluated through a peer review process relying on external, independent 

and internationally renowned reviewers, in order to guarantee transparency and 

objectivity. At the end of the evaluation process, a feedback containing the reviewers’ 

comments will be transmitted to each applicant. 

 

Besides the overall scientific quality of the proposal, the evaluation will take into account 

the following elements: 

• the level of analysis of the state of the art; 

• the clarity in the exposition of the research aims, as well as the effectiveness and 
level of detail in presenting the adopted strategies; 

• the originality and innovation of the project in terms of sustainable development; 

• the relevance of the project with regards to the social challenges of the next 
future; 

• the adoption of multidisciplinary approaches; 

• the level of collaboration with national or international research centres and the 
ability to build partnerships and networks; 

• the scientific leadership of the PIs and the expertise of the research team; 

• the engagement of young researchers and their involvement in positions of 
responsability; 

• the presence of synergistic actions that successfully combine the contributions of 
the various stakeholders within a systemic approach; 

• the expected impact of the project results on enabling technologies as well as on 
the bioeconomy value chain; 

• the creation of two-way networks between the research and industrial realms; 

• the presence of initiatives that, in line with the principles of Responsible Research 
and Innovation, foster dialogue with the civil society;  

• the efficacy of the communication plan; 

• the adequacy of budget and duration of the project. 
 
 
AVAILABLE BUDGET 
 
The budget available for this call for proposals consists of 2.5 million euros. 
 
 

Before submitting a proposal, applicants are kindly invited to carefully read the documents 
listed below, available on Cariplo Foundation’s website at  www.fondazionecariplo.it: 

• Guidelines for Presentation; 

• Grant management and reporting guide; 

• Communication guidelines;  

• Acknowledgement guidelines for academic papers; 

• Intellectual property rights policy; 



• Open access policy; 
 

By submitting a proposal, applicants acknowledge, agree and accept that the award of the 
grant requires the irrevocable acceptance of the aforementioned policies. 
 
In order to apply for a grant under this call for proposals, it is mandatory: 
- the full compilation of the online forms, which specifically include: 

• registry of the leading hosting institution (new applicants should fill in the form ex 
novo, while organizations which have already registered should check and update, 
when necessary, their details);  

• project section (in Italian); 

• complementary data (in English); 

• budget section. 
 

- upload all the requested documents according to the Guidelines for presentation: 
• detailed project10; 
• detailed budget11; 
• letter of support from the legal representative of the host institution for the lead 

organization; 
• partnership agreement and letters of support from the partners; 
• documentation of the hosting institutions.  

 
 

                                                           
10 The detailed project has to be compiled on the basis of the form available for this call for proposals, which 
can be downloaded from the online section “Complementary Data”. 
11 The detailed budget has to be compiled on the basis of the form available for this call for proposals, which 
can be downloaded from the online section “Complementary Data”. 


